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Employment Hub Update



Project Overview

• City Council led 3 year project, funded by £1.9m European 
Social Fund grant, launched in February 2018

• Key Leicester to Work initiative – contributing to EAP target to 
create 1000 apprenticeships by 2020

• Sub regional partnership project with 10 partners



Funding Deliverables

• Work with 220 SME’s – with 165 (75%) achieving a 
positive employment outcome

• Engage with 1000 individuals – 330 to secure an 
apprenticeship, traineeship, paid work placement or 
work experience

• Deliver sector specific events



Employment Hub

Marketing: 
website, social 

media, PR, 
promotional 

materials, case 
studies

Engagement with 
Individuals: information 

for parents, young people, 
agencies

Links with 
schools, HE/FE

Employer 
Engagement: account 
management support 

for SMEs and large 
employers

Events: 
Apprenticeship 

Graduation/ Hub100/  
recruitment days



Leicester Jobs Fund

• £2,500 employer grants
• Recruiting individuals aged 16-

24 yrs who are unemployed 
>12 months or with 
disabilities, ex-offenders, 
looked after/ previously 
looked after 

• 20 applications approved/ 20 
individuals recruited



Employer Enquiries

111 SME enquiries received/ 106 

Employment Skills Plans (ESP) being 

completed

Greatest proportion of employers are 

from retail, construction and health 

and social care sector and between 

11-50 employees



Employer Locations

Good 
representation 
across sub-region, 
most businesses 
based in the Castle 
ward for Leicester 
City, plus Melton 
and Market 
Harborough in the 
County



Vacancies 

106 SME 
enquiries 
accepted

Of these, 96 
organisations 
advertised 173 
vacancies



Vacancies by type and sector

Greatest 
number of 
vacancies being 
offered are for 
apprenticeship 
opportunities for 
retail, 
engineering and 
construction.



Vacancies filled
• 173 vacancies – 60 filled 

so far. 
• Most vacancies filled for 

Work Experience and 
Apprenticeships

• Construction has the 
highest number of 
vacancies filled by sector 
(incl. 16 work experience 
placements). 

• Data on individuals 
supported being collated.



Individual Registrations

New Employment 
Hub website for 
individuals to 
register their 
details

139 individual 
registrations since 
April 2018



Individual preferences

• Individuals select top 
4 preferences for area 
of working. 

• Chart shows first 
preferences only 

• Admin & Clerical most 
popular (26) - mostly 
by females. 

• At present only males 
have a first preference 
interest in Computers 
and Engineering.
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Jodie Young
The Party Animals

“Before I started my job as an 
animal handler, I found myself 
unemployed for 4-5 months. 
This had a massive impact on 
my mental health as I started 
to suffer from depression. The 
support I have received has 
been outstanding and working 
with animals has made me 
overcome many of my barriers. 

As a result of my employment I 
have become more confident 
and my communication skills 
have massively improved, this 
has given me a routine and I 
am constantly learning new 
skills.”

Paid Work Experience Case Study



City Council Admin Apprenticeship

https://www.wevideo.com/view/1276795216

https://www.wevideo.com/view/1276795216


Sector Based Work Academy 
Security Course

Housing Apprenticeships
Adult Learning 

Service Traineeships

NHS Apprenticeship Course Ex-Offender Business Breakfast

Targeted 
Initiatives



Next Steps

• Grow engagement with businesses to achieve 
220 target by October 2020

• More engagement with disadvantaged individuals 
to obtain employment opportunities, working 
with internal council departments and partners

• Continued enhancement of website

https://www.leicesteremploymenthub.co.uk/

https://www.leicesteremploymenthub.co.uk/

